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for God no less than for us, as indeed the very ideas and
energies that are the contents of His infinite Reason and
perfect character, and the sources of all His volition. God
may not unfitly be symbolised, He tells us, by an infinite
circle, with goodness for its centie, while innumerable radii
mark the lines of a wisdom immutable and all-compre-
hending, constituting together the interior and absolute
essence of His nature; the 'mterminate' periphery of which
represents the circuit of His voluntary activity, exercised
always extra Deum, without any imferium ad intra, deter-
mining thus the existence of things, but freely determined
by wisdom and goodness in their institution and cosmical
order1.

In the theory of Cudworth there is an exact correspond-
ence, in the relative order of thought and things, between
the universe and man; they are strictly macrocosm and
microcosm. In the former, as Plato had already insisted,
Mind and Soul are prior to Matter, being its mastering and
determining power, and supplying the preconceived essences
to which all single objects must conform. In the, latter, In-
tellection, instead of following Sense as its effect, is poten-
tially there to receive it and mould it into Knowledge, when
it comes; and Morality, far from being a conventional
expedient of social experience, is its indispensable condition,
and is possible only because there is an Infinite Mind, in
whose communicable ideas are the prototypes of all Morals.
It is from inattention to this order, and from beginning their
enquiries with their own special element (Matter and its
phenomena) as if it were absolutely first, as well as relatively
to their work, that the physiologists lapse into Atheism.
They start, as Plato complained, from corpuscles and their
motion as primordial existences that must not be asked to
give account of themselves; and then assume that the
soul springs up afterwards oufrof this, as a second thing or
shadow of the first; and so they leave no place for God, or
for the Just and Right as having any reality, or being more
1 Eternal and Immutable Morality, Bk. L ill.